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The Subcommittee meetstoday to hear testimony on security issuesat the Department of Energy’snuclear
weapons complex. Onewould think that such ahearing would be unnecessary. Of all theitemsowned by the
federal government, and all the secretsheld, onewould think that nuclear weapons, weapons-usabl e nuclear
materias, and nuclear weaponsdesigninformationwould beamong thethingsmost closely guarded. A lossof any
of theseitems could have catastrophi c consequences.

Think of what could happen if aquantity of weapons-usable nuclear material is stolenfromthe DOE
complex. A number of our adversariesare attempting to devel op and manufacture nuclear weapons—Iran, Iraq,
North Korea. Weapons-usable nuclear materia isthe*long poleinthetent” inthe devel opment and manufacture
of nuclear weapons. The enrichment of uranium to produce weapons-usabl e nuclear material isadifficult and
time-consuming process. We cannot alow thetheft of such material from the DOE nuclear weapons complex to
beatemptation. It cannot appear to be even aremote possibility.

Unfortunately, thethreat to the DOE complex isnot limited to foreign states or groups seeking weapons-
usablenuclear materials. Within our own borderstheremay beindividuas, or groupsof individuals, that could
seek to exploit aperceived weaknessin the DOE security apparatus. To send their message of terror they would
not need to go to thetroubl e of incorporating nuclear material into aweapon to createanuclear explosion. The
samemateria could be used to contaminate popul ation centerswith devastating effect.

We hopethat we never seelapsesinthe DOE physical security posture that would allow such nightmares
tooccur. However, wemust remainvigilant. Beforethelatest Chinese espionageincidents, whowould ever have
thought that we would hear reports of the theft of U.S. nuclear weapon design information from our DOE
|aboratories?

Thetestimony wewill hear today should not be regarded as mere matters of compliancewith another long

list of regulations. Failuresin security processes and systems at the nuclear weapons complex could lead to
irreparable harm to our country.

(More)



Wewill first hear testimony fromMr. Edward M cCallum. Mr. McCallum was an employee of the
Department of Energy for 25 years, and the Director of the Office of Safeguardsand Security at DOE for thelast

10.

Wewill next hear testimony from Mr. Glenn Podonsky, the Director of DOE’s Office of Independent
Oversight and Performance Assurance. Mr. Podonsky’s office eval uates security and emergency operations at
Department of Energy facilities.

Mr. Gil Weigand, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Energy for Defense Strategic Computing and
Simulation will then discussthe sale of asupercomputer by SandiaNational Laboratory which could have had
national security and proliferationimplications. Hewill befollowed by Dr. John Robinson, the director of
Sandia, who will explain the saleand recovery of the computer.

Finally, Gener al EugeneHabiger, oftenreferred to asDOE’snew “ security czar” isthe Director of the
DOE Officeof Security and Emergency Operationswill describetheeffortsof hisofficetoimprove DOE security.



